April 15, 2013

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today is tax day. This year,
millions of Americans spent more time
than ever before preparing their taxes
as a result of ObamaCare’s 21 new tax
increases, which added up to more than
$1 trillion, destroying jobs.

The Tax Code is extremely complex,
with over 4 million words, and is com-
prised of over 74,000 pages. House Re-
publicans understand that we need to
reform the Tax Code to make it more
fair and simple.

Our budget proposal, the Path to
Prosperity, not only repeals
ObamaCare and the job-destroying

taxes associated with it, it also reforms
our Tax Code to encourage new jobs by
small businesses. By simplifying our
Tax Code, closing loopholes, and low-
ering rates, small businesses will be
able to begin hiring again and increase
wages for American workers.

The Presidential and Senate budget
plans keep ObamaCare taxes in place
and advocate for billions in new taxes.
Raising taxes takes money from small
businesses and destroys jobs.

I encourage the Senate and the Presi-
dent to begin working with House Re-
publicans to clean up the Tax Code,
rather than increasing regulations and
taxes that will destroy jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE
VIRGINIA TECH SHOOTING

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the tragic shooting at
Virginia Tech. Seven years ago tomor-
row our country lost more than 30
lives, many of them college students
with their entire future stretching out
before them.

One of those students was Ross
Alameddine, who lived in Saugus,
which is in my district. He was loved
by his family and friends, and is re-
membered by countless more. I've had
the honor to talk with his mother,
Lynnette Alameddine, and have seen,
firsthand, how she has turned her sor-
row into action, working to prevent
other tragedies like the one that took
her child, and to protect all of our chil-
dren, our sons and daughters.

And she’s not alone. In recent
months we’ve seen the strength of
moms and dads across the country.
Americans were mobilized in joining
together to demand action, to ensure
that Congress passes responsible legis-
lation to reduce gun violence.

In my district alone, some 500 people
in the last few days have joined me on-
line to demand action on commonsense
legislation. Through my Web site,
Facebook, and Twitter, hundreds of
parents and grandparents and students
have added their names to the hun-
dreds of thousands of voices across the
country calling on Speaker BOEHNER to
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bring legislation to the House floor to
reduce gun violence.

We cannot let some in Congress block
action. We all deserve a vote.

——
OUR TAX SYSTEM IS BROKEN

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, as hardworking
Americans across the country submit
their tax returns, we are all reminded
of the heavy burden placed upon all
taxpayers by our country’s broken tax
system.

Like a snowball rolling down a hill,
the United States Tax Code has grown
and bloated itself over time, resulting
in an avalanche of overregulation com-
ing down on the heads of American tax-
payers.

There have been over 4,400 changes to
the Tax Code in the last decade alone.
That averages to more than one per
day. Is it any surprise, then, that the
United States boasts more tax pre-
parers than we do police officers and
firefighters combined?

We’re facing a four-alarm tax emer-
gency in this country, and the House
Republicans have a plan to address it.
We stand committed to fundamental,
comprehensive tax reform that makes
our Tax Code fairer and simpler for all
Americans, a Tax Code that makes our
corporations more competitive, that
will stop the hemorrhaging of Amer-
ican jobs overseas and bring jobs back
to our shores.

Tax reform would increase hard-
working Americans’ take-home pay so
that they have more money to live on,
instead of the government having more
of their money to spend.

Mr. Speaker, that’s what American
taxpayers deserve.

—————

CONGRATULATING HOPWOOD JUN-
IOR HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 50 years
ago, the first school to offer secondary
education in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands was officially named Hopwood
Junior-Senior High School, in honor of
Admiral Herbert Gladstone Hopwood,
commander-in-chief of the Pacific
Fleet.

In 1969, when a senior high school
opened, the name was shortened to
Hopwood Junior High School. But the
school itself expanded. It now has the
second-largest student body of any
Northern Marianas school, serving
nearly 1,200 young scholars.

Facilities expanded to vocational
education buildings; an alternative
school, Lina’la Malawasch Academy;
and a performing arts building.

Hopwood’s motto is: “We Make Every
Day the Best.”” This upbeat attitude is

H1997

reflected in a record of performance,
including awards in regional forensic
and theater competitions, spelling
bees, and Academic Challenge Bowls.

From humble beginnings in 1949, to
this day, Hopwood has served a vital
role in the lives of our students and our
communities. I have great confidence
the school will continue to distinguish
itself in the years to come.

Congratulations to the
Hilitais.

Hopwood

————
FLAWED IMMIGRATION PROPOSAL

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the Senate’s immigration proposal con-
tains a fatal flaw. It legalizes almost
everyone in the country illegally, am-
nesty, before it secures the border.

As a result, the Senate proposal
issues an open invitation to enter the
country illegally. Millions more will do
so before the border is secure. The Sen-
ate proposal would dramatically in-
crease illegal immigration.

The non-partisan Government Ac-
countability Office found that only 6
percent of the U.S.-Mexico border is
under full control of the Border Patrol.
And 40 percent of all illegal immi-
grants are visa overstayers. Yet, the
Senate proposal legalizes almost every-
one in the country before a system is
set up to identify the visa overstayers.

The Senate proposal amounts to am-
nesty first, border security later, if
ever. It is fatally flawed.

————
0 1410
TAX REFORM II

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. It’s that time of
year again. Folks back in my district
and all across America have had to
part ways with our hard-earned money
as we send our taxes off to Washington.
How long did it take you just to figure
out the complicated tax forms and get
everything together just to file your
returns? It takes the average American
13 hours. Not the best use of your time,
is it? But, then, it’s not hard to imag-
ine when you consider that our Tax
Code contains over 70,000 pages of regu-
lations.

That’s not the tax system that our
fellow Americans deserve. We need a
Tax Code that is fairer and simpler for
everyone—families, students, business
owners, and all hardworking taxpayers.
That’s the kind of comprehensive tax
reform that the House Republicans
want to enact.

———

TAXES AND THE BUDGET

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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